IN THE CLAIMS: 



Cancel claims 1 1^7,^/7, 3^nd^. 



Amend claim 18 as follows: 
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18. (Amended) A composition comprising an antibody which specifically reacts with 
[a protein of claim isl] an isolated IL-13bc protein comprising an amino acid sequence selected 
from the group consisting of 

the aminoacid sequence of SEP ID NO:2; 

the amino acrd sequence of SEP ID NO:2 from amino acids 22 to 334; 
the amino acid sequence of SEP ID NP:2 from amino acids 357 to 383; 
the amino acid sequence of SEP ID NP:4; 

the amino acid sequence of SEP ID NP:4 from amino acids 26 to 341; and 



the amino acid sequence^SEP ID NP:4 from amino acids 363 to 380^ 
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Add new claims 50-57. 
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^%o\ An inhibitor of EL- 13 binding to the IL-13 receptor, said inhibitor being identified 
by a method comprising the steps of: 

cohabining a protein selected from the group consisting of 
the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NP:2; 

the amino^acid sequence of SEQ ID NP:2 from amino acids 22 to 334; 
the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NP:2 from amino acids 357 to 383; 
the amino acid sfe^uence of SEQ ID NP:4; 

the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NP:4 from amino acids 26 to 341; and 
the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NP:4 from amino acids 363 to 380, 
with IL-13 or a fragment thereof, said combination forming a first binding 

mixture; 

measuring the amount of bindingybetween the protein and the IL-13 or fragment 
in the first binding mixture; 

combining a compound with the protel^ and the IL-13 or fragment to form a 
second binding mixture; 
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measuring the afhount of binding in the second binding mixture; and 
comparing the amount of binding in the first binding mixture with the amount of 
binding in thd^second binding mixture; 

/herein the compound is capable of inhibiting IL-13 binding to the IL-13 receptor 
when a decrease m the amount of binding of the second binding mixture occurs. 
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A pharmaceutical composition comprising the inhibitor of claim £(fand a 
pharmaceutically acceptable carrier. 
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#1. A method of inhibiting binding of IL-13 to the IL-13 receptor in a mammalian 
subject, said method compiling administering a therapeutically effective amount of a 
composition of claim*5f . 

53. A method of inhibiting binding IL-13 to the IL-13 receptor in a mammalian 
subject, said method comprising administering a therapeutically effective amount of a 
composition comprising an antibodw which specifically reacts with an isolated IL-13bc protein 
comprising an amino acid sequence selected from the group consisting of 



the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO:2; 

the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO:2 from amino acids 22 to 334; 
the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO:2 from amino acids 357 to 383; 
the amino acid sequence of SE© ID NO:4; 

the amino acid sequence of SEQ TO NO:4 from amino acids 26 to 341; and 
the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO:4 from amino acids 363 to 380. 



A method for potentiating IL-13 activiw, said method comprising combining a 
protein having DL-13 activity with an isolated IL-13bc pfotein comprising an amino acid 
sequence selected from the group consisting of 



the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO:2; 
the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO:2 froik amino acids 22 to 334; 
the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO:2 from\mino acids 357 to 383; 
the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO:4; 



